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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Dear Southern Nash High Student,
Welcome to a new school year!  The faculty, staff, and administration have been working diligently this summer to ensure that you will have the best educational experience you could ever have this school year.

We sincerely hope that you will avail yourself of every educational and extra-curricular opportunity that comes your way because you are on the threshold of a very exciting and important time in your life.
Our mission is to prepare you to become responsible citizens.  Everything that you do in high school will impact you for the rest of your life.  That is why it is critically important for you to put forth your best effort every day and to share your special talents and abilities with all of us in order that we can come together as a true school family.

This handbook is being provided for you to read and use all year long.  We all hope that you will read it thoroughly and keep it as a reminder of your day to day activities.

Sincerely,

Connie Bobbitt/Principa
MISSION STATEMENT
Our Mission is to provide a challenging curriculum for students of various academic levels with quality educational experiences. These experiences will foster independent thinking, promote responsibility, and teach the value of respect and diversity in order to be successful in a global society.

VISION
Southern Nash believes that strength through unity allows the faculty to create a collaborative educational setting that prepares our students for the 21st Century.
To lead us toward our mission, our school community shares the following beliefs:

· Southern Nash strives to develop the academic ability of all students regardless of race, economic status, intellectual ability and physical or mental disability.

· SNHS must prepare students to be functioning and responsible citizens in a democratic society.

· SNHS must provide opportunities to develop and nurture the growth of students as social beings in addition to the intellectual growth and development of students.

· SNHS must assist students in developing the business, occupational, professional and technological skills necessary to become economically independent in modern society.

· SNHS must create and nourish a safe and orderly school environment in which students are free from mental or physical duress.

· SNHS must prepare each student with the skills to be life-long learners and the ability to adapt to an ever-changing world.

     SOUTHERN NASH HIGH SCHOOL

2011-12 Student Handbook 
PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE MILLENNIUM BY
MOTIVATING, EDUCATING, AND DEVELOPING CHARACTER
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NASH-ROCKY MOUNT PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

2011-12 Traditional School Calendar

Thursday, August 25
First Day for Students

Monday, September 5
Holiday-Labor Day

Tuesday, September 20

Early Release

Friday, October 14

Teacher Workday/Student Holiday

Tuesday, October 18

Early Release

Friday, November 11
Holiday-Veterans Day
Wednesday, November 23
Teacher Workday/Student Holiday

Thurs. Nov 24 - Fri. Nov. 25
Thanksgiving Holidays

Tuesday, Dec. 20
Early Release 

Wed. Dec. 21 - Fri. Dec. 30
Student Holidays

Monday, January 16

Holiday-Martin Luther King

Thurs. Jan 19 - Fri. Jan. 20
Teacher Workday/Student Holiday

Tuesday, February 7

Early Release

Monday, February 20

Teacher Workday/Student Holiday

Friday, March 9

Teacher Workday/Student Holiday

Mon. Apr. 2 - Fri. Apr. 6
Spring Break

Friday, April 20
Junior-Senior Prom

Friday, April 27
Teacher Workday/Student Holiday

Monday, May 28

Memorial Day Holiday

Thursday, june 7
Early Release/ Last day of School
SATURDAY, JUNE 9

  GRADUATION

BELL SCHEDULES

REGULAR BELL SCHEDULE

WARNING BELL
      7:43
FIRST PERIOD
       7:50 - 9:20

SECOND PERIOD
       9:26 - 10:58

THIRD PERIOD
     11:03 - 1:04

1ST LUNCH

     11:03 - 11:26                                              

                    CLASS         11:31 - 1:04

2nd LUNCH
                   11:34 - 11:57

       CLASS          11:03 - 11:34


       CLASS          12:02 - 1:04

3rd LUNCH                        12:05 - 12:28

       CLASS          11:03 - 12:05

                       CLASS      12:33 - 1:04

4th LUNCH                        12:40 - 1:04

                      CLASS       11:03 - 12:40
FOURTH PERIOD
     1:10 - 2:45

DISMISSAL                   2:45

HOMEROOM BELL SCHEDULE

1ST PERIOD

    7:50 - 9:10

HOMEROOM
    9:15 - 9:25
2ND PERIOD

    9:30 - 10:58

RESUME REGULAR SCHEDULE
TWO HOUR DELAY SCHEDULE

1st PERIOD
    
9:50 - 10:35

2ND PERIOD
  
10:40 - 11:25

3rd PERIOD
  
11:30 - 1:23
1st  LUNCH                        11:30 - 11:54 

                CLASS      
11:59 - 1:23

 
2ND LUNCH                       11:59 - 12:23
               CLASS       
11:30 - 11:59
               CLASS      
 12:28 - 1:23

 3RD LUNCH                       12:28 - 12:52
                CLASS      
 11:30 - 12:28
                CLASS      
 12:57 - 1:23       

 4TH  LUNCH                       1:00 - 1:23

                CLASS 
11:30 - 1:00   

 4th PERIOD

1:28 - 2:45

EARLY RELEASE

1ST PERIOD

7:50 - 8:45

2ND PERIOD

 8:50 - 9:45

4th PERIOD

9:50 - 10:45

3RD PERIOD

10:50 - 12:45

1ST LUNCH
10:50 - 11:13
2ND LUNCH
11:20 - 11:43
3RD LUNCH
11:50 - 12:13
4TH LUNCH
12:22 - 12:45

DISMISSAL

12:45

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS
School sponsored clubs and organizations are an important part of a student’s curriculum.  Clubs and organizations help develop leadership skills, community awareness, and personal growth for students.  Opportunities are available to participate in local, state, and national meetings and competitions.  Southern Nash High offers the following clubs for its students:

______AFJROTC - Air Force Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps

______BETA - Scholastic Honor Society 

______DECA - Distributive Education Clubs of America

______FCA - Fellowship Christian Athletes

______French Club
______FFA – National FFA Organization

______HOSA – Health Occupations Students of America

______KEY CLUB - Service Club 

______Math Club

______Monogram Club

______National Art Honor Society

______RAW – (Readers and Writers Club)

______SCA – Student Council Association

______Southern Gentlemen
______TATU – Teens Against Tobacco Use

______TRI-M – Modern Music Masters

Important Phone Numbers

Southern Nash High School



   (252) 451-8520

Lifetouch Studios




1 (800) 736-0303








1 (800) 265-6577

Herff Jones/Graduate Services


   (252) 478-3146








1 (800) 849-7464

Jordan Driving School



   (252) 442-9603








1 (866) 542-4563
GRADING SYSTEM
“A”
93-100 Superior

“B”
85-92 Above Average

“C”
77-84 Average

“D”
70-76 Below Average

“E”
69-Unsatisfactory

*STANDARDIZED GRADING BASED ON 4.00 SCALE


96-100%=4.00       85%=2.63

74%=1.25


95%=3.88

84%=2.50

73%=1.13



94%=3.75

83%=2.38

70-72%=1.00

93%=3.63

82%=2.25


92%=3.50

81%=2.13


91%=3.38

80%=2.00

90%=3.25

79%=1.88

89%=3.13

78%=1.75

88%=3.00

77%=1.63

87%=2.88

76%=1.50

86%=2.75

75%=1.38

*For calculating the grade point average (GPA), the advanced level courses will be weighted according to the following scale.

AP - 2 additional quality points

Honors – 1 additional quality point

*State Regulation

    PROMOTION AND GRADUATION

REQUIREMENTS

Promotion to grade 10   (5 units)
Promotion to grade 11   (12 units)
Promotion to grade 12   (20 units)
Additional Requirements for Graduation
-The Principal has the final authority in grading and classifying students.

LOCAL REQUIREMENT FOR GRADUATION:  END OF COURSE POLICY

The State of North Carolina has graduation requirements. To show proficiency on the Biology, English 9, and Algebra I End of Course Tests students must score a level III or IV.  Additionally, students in NRMPS must also successfully complete the Capstone Project, which consists of a research paper, product, portfolio and presentation, during their Junior and Senior years.
MARSHALS
Selection as a marshal is an honor earned by members of the Junior Class. The selection is determined by a student’s academic standing in high school computed through the fifth six weeks of the student’s Junior Year. The fifteen students with the highest grade point average are designated as marshals to lead the senior processional and perform other honorary functions during commencement exercises. The student with the highest academic average is designated as the Chief Marshal. Should a tie exist for the fifteenth marshal, then both individuals will be chosen as marshals. 

ACADEMIC HONOR SOCIETIES
Beta Club is an academic honor society, leadership and service organization. Students who have been enrolled at Southern Nash High School for three consecutive semesters and have achieved a 3.5 GPA are eligible for induction in the Beta Club during the fourth semester of attendance at Southern Nash High School. 

National Technical Honor Society


Must be a senior


Must have a minimum GPA of 88 (3.00)


Must complete a CTE (Career Technical Education) pathway

Must have completed or currently be enrolled in at least the 5th CTE course   


Average of 93 (3.63) in CTE courses


Complete Algebra II or Tech Math II

ACCIDENTS AT SCHOOL

It is absolutely mandatory that any and all students injured going to and from school, in a school activity or at any time during the school day report such injury IMMEDIATELY to bus drivers, teachers, administrators or coaches (report injury to person supervising you at the time of the injury).  When you report such an injury to any of the above persons, they will in turn be responsible for filling out an injury report.  In the event of an injury on school property, the individual’s insurance is responsible.  Individual student school insurance is available at the beginning of the school year for a reasonable rate from an outside source.

AFTER SCHOOL DETENTION

Any student failing to obey school rules and subject to disciplinary action may be assigned to after school detention.  After School detention will be held on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays in room 203 starting at 2:50 p.m. until 3:50 p.m.  No student will be allowed entrance after 2:50 p.m.  There will be no talking or misbehavior in after school detention.  Students are required to work continuously on assignments during the detention period.  Students who fail to serve detention or who are requested to leave because of rule infractions are subject to out of school suspension. On occasion students may request to serve after school detention completing remedial work with one of their subject teachers. The subject teacher must contact room 203 to have the student’s name added to the sign-in sheet. The subject teacher must require the student to report before 2:50 p.m. and agree to retain the student in the class until 3:50 p.m. Students may also use the After School detention room when in session to make up seat time for two or more absences. A student serving detention cannot use that time for seat time.  The student must sign in on the correct form and indicate teacher, subject and class period. Students must also stay from 2:50 p.m. until 3:50 p.m. Serving the one hour in After School detention only covers one class period for a given day. Seat time will be made up promptly. There will not be an opportunity at the end of the semester to stay after school for this purpose. Novel Stars CANNOT be used as a substitute for after school detention.

ANNOUNCEMENTS/DAILY BULLETIN

Announcements will be made and a bulletin will be distributed daily to inform students of activities and other pertinent information. Major announcements may be displayed on SNHS television during the beginning or end of each class at the teacher’s discretion. Frequently messages will be sent to parents by Connect-Ed, an automated telephone system. Connect-Ed messages convey important information for parents and students and should be listened to carefully. As necessary, Connect Ed will be used to communicate emergency information such as weather related school closings. 
ASSEMBLIES

At all times the student’s behavior should be refined and courteous.  Whether guests are present or not, each student is personally responsible for the impression made by the school as a whole.  Unacceptable conduct would include whistling, unnecessary clapping, boisterousness, and talking during a program.  Students are to sit in homeroom sections at all assemblies.  Students exhibiting unacceptable conduct during assemblies will be subject to disciplinary action.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

No student otherwise passing shall be granted credit for any course in which he/she has been absent more than 10 days during the semester.  When a student is absent from school, the next day the student must bring a note from a health care provider, court proceedings, etc. explaining the illness.  In the event that a student is absent two or more days per class, he/she should begin serving Seat Time in Afterschool Detention or with the class teacher.  See procedures for Seat Time (“Attendance Procedures”) Academic success is directly related to student attendance; therefore, we encourage students to attend all classes each school day.  
ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES
Students, who arrive to school after 7:50 a.m., are to report to Choices to sign in to school. The Choices director will issue a hall pass to the student to report to their first period class. Students are encouraged to present documentation at the time of reporting to school. Tardies will only be excused by possessing proper documentation from a primary health provider, dentist, proof of court proceedings, etc. on the day of the tardiness. Notes offered after the fact will not be accepted. Car trouble will not be considered an excused tardy.  When the student checks in at school, if it is the third unexcused tardy, then the student will be assigned  detention.  Detention will also be assigned to students once they have received a third unexcused tardy to any other class. On the sixth unexcused tardy for all students, the student will be referred to an administrator.  Continued unexcused tardiness to school or any other class for all students will result in out of school suspension. On the arrival at school, students riding a late bus will receive an excused tardy and report immediately to class. 

Absences are counted period by period; therefore, Seat Time needs to be served for each class. Students who have been absent two or more days in a class need to serve Seat Time.  Seat Time may be served in Afterschool Detention or with the classroom teacher from 2:50 p.m. to 3:50 p.m.  Serving the one hour in After School detention only covers one class period for a given day.  Seat time will be made up promptly.  There will not be an opportunity at the end of the semester to stay after school for this purpose.  Students are required to work continuously on assignments during Seat Time. 

CAFETERIA PROCEDURES

Student behavior in the cafeteria should be based on courtesy and cleanliness.  This means leaving the area clean for the next group of students.  All trays, etc. should be properly disposed of when you have finished your lunch.  All food and drink purchased from the cafeteria should be consumed in the cafeteria (This includes cookies and brownies).  During the lunch period students are to remain in the cafeteria.  At no time during lunch are students to walk around the outside of the building, circulate through the halls, visit the student parking lot, cross the street to the flagpole area or enter any area in which classes are being held. Students, who intend to perform remedial or make up work during their lunch period, should have a note from their subject teacher before being allowed to travel the halls to reach their subject teacher’s room. Students, who violate these rules, will be subject to disciplinary action. Students who throw food in the cafeteria or in the halls will be subject to immediate out of school suspension.

CELLULAR PHONES/PAGING DEVICES

Students who bring cellular telephones or paging devices to school must keep them turned off and out of sight during the school day. Cellular phones are not to be used on campus during the school day without the permission of the administration. This prohibition includes inside or outside the school building, during class, lunch or the change of class. Cellular phones used at school or improperly stored can and will be confiscated by the staff or administration.  Parents may claim these items at the end of the school day on the first offense. Students, who violate this policy and are asked to relinquish their phone to a school official and refuse, will be subject to out of school suspension.  The school is not responsible for theft, damage or loss of these items.
CHOICES

 A student is referred to Choices to temporarily remove the student exhibiting disruptive behavior from the classroom or deflate volatile situations that possess the potential to develop into serious disciplinary incidents. Students should display respectful and cooperative behavior in class and a student’s behavior should not place the student in a position to be referred to Choices. Students referred to Choices, after an initial warning, will be assigned after school detention. Students will be subject to out of school suspension for excessive referrals.  Students are sent to Choices for disciplinary reasons; therefore, any student who talks or is disruptive in any way or fails to cooperate with the Choices director or strictly abide by the rules of Choices will be subject to an immediate out of school suspension.   

CLASS DUES

· Freshman fees/dues are $10.00
· Sophomore fees/dues are $10.00
· Junior fees/dues are $15.00
· Senior fees/dues are $15.00
Class dues accumulate each year and are used during the junior year to defray costs of the Junior-Senior Prom.  The senior class uses remaining funds at graduation to purchase a gift for the school in memory of the graduating class.  Also if a classmate has a death in their immediate family during any of their years at SNHS, flowers are purchased for the family using class funds.

CLASSROOM RULES

Students should arrive to class on time with the proper materials and be

prepared for the work at hand. Each teacher may establish a set of additional rules for their class. These rules will be posted or given to the students for reference.
CODE OF CONDUCT

The Nash-Rocky Mount Code of Student Conduct presents in detail Board of Education policy governing a broad range of student behaviors. (A copy of all Nash-Rocky Mount Public School Board Policies is available in the school office.) Students are expected to familiarize themselves with the rules as described in this document and will be held accountable for infractions of these rules. School administrators will administer discipline fairly and consistently.
CORRIDOR PASSES

All students using the halls during class must have hallway passes properly filled out and initialed by staff. 

CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR

Criminal or other illegal behavior is prohibited.  Any student who the principal reasonably believes has engaged in criminal behavior on school premises or at school activities will be subject to appropriate disciplinary action, as stated in applicable board policies, and also may be criminally prosecuted.  

DELIVERIES

Flowers, balloons, etc. will not be received in the office.

DRESS CODE

Students are expected to adhere to standards of dress and appearance that are compatible with an effective learning environment.  Presenting a bodily appearance or wearing clothing which is disruptive, provocative, revealing, profane, vulgar, offensive or obscene, or which endangers the health or safety of the student or others is prohibited.  Examples of prohibited dress or appearance include exposed undergarments, sagging pants, excessively short or tight garments, bare midriff shirts, spaghetti straps or tank tops unless worn with a jacket, strapless shirts, attire with messages or illustrations that are lewd, indecent, or vulgar or that advertise any product or service not permitted by law to minors, head covering of any kind, see-through clothing, attire that exposes cleavage, any adornment such as chains or spikes that reasonably could be perceived as or used as a weapon, and any symbols, styles, or attire frequently associated with intimidation, violence or violent groups.  Shoes must be worn at all times.  Bedroom shoes are not acceptable.  Excessively long shirttails must be worn inside the pants with belts to appropriately maintain pants at their waistline. The principal is authorized to send offending students home to change their clothing if such clothing is determined by the principal or designee to be inappropriate for educational purposes.  Habitual offenders are subject to disciplinary action.
DRIVER EDUCATION

Nash-Rocky Mount Public Schools has contracted with Jordan’s Driving School to provide driver education at no cost to the student.  Students must be at least 14 and ½ years old and enrolled in a public or private school in this school district.  The driver education course consists of 30 classroom hours and 6 hours behind the wheel.  This class is taught immediately after the regular school day for 2 to 3 hours as scheduled. Students enrolled in Drivers Education class should have rides home available immediately upon the conclusion of the class. Additional classes will be offered during the summer.  School rules apply to all after school or summer activities.  The behind-the-wheel instruction is scheduled individually between the hours of 3 p.m. and 9 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  Upon successful completion of classroom and behind-the-wheel instruction, the student will receive a driver education certificate.  This certificate entitles him/her to take the test for a learner’s permit at age 15.  This permit entitles the student to drive with his/her parents for one year, at which time he/she may take the test for a driver’s license.   Students must also obtain a Drivers Eligibility Certificate from the school office. Once the Eligibility Certificate is issued from the office, the student must report to DMV within 30 days.  There will be a $2.00 charge for each additional certificate issued.  The revocation of a student’s driving permit or license will result if a student is unable to maintain adequate academic progress or drops out of school.  In addition, a student’s permit or license will be suspended for one year if the student is suspended or expelled from school for more than 10 consecutive days for the following reasons:  possession or sale of an alcoholic beverage or an illegal controlled substance, possession or use on school property of a weapon or firearm which resulted in disciplinary action under G.S. 115C-391(dl), or physical assault on a teacher or other school personnel on school property.  Students who improve their grades and earn their driving privileges back will receive a letter with directions on how to receive a new driving eligibility certificate.  Students must take the new DEC, ID, and $35.00 to DMV to apply for reinstatement.

ELIGIBILITY FOR ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION

· Student must pass 3 of the 4 subjects taken in the concentrated curriculum and must meet Nash-Rocky Mount Schools promotion standards.

· Student must be in attendance (at least ½ day) 85% of the previous semester (no more than 13 absences in a 90 day semester).

· Student must have passed a physical exam within one calendar year of the end of the season of the sport in which they wish to participate.

· Student must be enrolled in school within the first 15 days and in regular attendance for the present semester to be eligible for athletics.

· Student must live with parents within the Southern Nash High School district.  Exceptions are as follow: a) Student placed by the courts in foster care or in a state accredited orphanage. b) Student assigned to Southern Nash by the Nash-Rocky Mount Public School Board even though their parents live outside the district. c) Student is a bona-fide foreign exchange student placed by an accredited agency. d) Student has established residence for one year prior to participation.  In each of the above cases, legal documentation must be presented bearing out the facts of the exception. Student may not be 19 years of age before August 31, 2011.

· Student must not have entered the 9th grade before the fall of 2008. 
· Parents of athletes shall attend a sportsmanship meeting prior to the athletic season and sign a pledge along with student athletes and coaches to exhibit good sportsmanship.

· For additional information, student-athletes should read and be familiar with the SNHS handbook for athletes, which explain the policies governing athletic participation.

EXAM EXEMPTIONS

In accordance with administrative guidelines, seniors are the only classmen eligible for exam exemptions in non-EOC and non-VOCAT courses upon adherence to the following criteria:

· Student must possess an overall A(93-100) average in the non-EOC or non-VOCAT course, and

· Student must have missed 3 or fewer absences in the course. 

FIELD TRIPS

Field trips are a positive extension of classroom instruction.  During field trips, students are expected to follow school regulations.  Students who have been disciplined for breaking school rules on a field trip will not be allowed to go on another trip during the school term in which the offense takes place.  Students who have been suspended during this school year are ineligible for field trips.    Students must be passing all four courses based upon the most recent report period to be eligible for field trips.  Students must be current with all fees owed the school to participate in field trip activities.
FIGHTING/ASSAULT (JCDA)

Fighting - No student shall intentionally hit, shove, scratch, bite, block the passage of, or throw objects at a student or other person.  No student shall take any action or make any comments or written messages intended to cause others to fight or which might reasonably be expected to result in a fight.  A student who is attacked may use reasonable force in self-defense but only to the extent to free himself/herself from the attack and notify proper school authorities.  A student who exceeds this reasonable force may be disciplined even though he/she may not have provoked the fight.

Assault - No student shall cause or attempt to cause serious injury to another student or any other person or intentionally behave in such a manner as would reasonably cause serious injury to any such person.  The first violation shall result as a minimum in a suspension from the school for up to 10 days.  The second violation shall result in long-term suspension for the remainder of the school year.  If the violation involves two or more students assaulting or attacking or causing or attempting to cause injury to another student or another person or behaving in such a way as could reasonably cause injury to another student or another person, the violation shall result in long-term suspension for the remainder of the year.

Assault of a school employee - No student shall assault or attempt to cause physical injury to any school employee or behave in such a manner as could reasonably cause physical injury to any such person.  The first violation by a student shall result in long-term suspension. Assault involving a weapon - Any violation of this policy which involves the use of a weapon or other object or thing that could reasonably be considered a weapon shall result in at least long-term suspension for the remainder of the school year and reporting the violation to the appropriate law enforcement authorities.

    All assaults/fights shall be reported to School Resource Officer for review to determine possible charges or arrest and revocation of driver’s license or permit.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE

The State of North Carolina now requires all public high schools to use standardized transcripts and to calculate the grade point averages and class rank by a standard method.  All courses are assigned the same quality point value except those courses designated as honors and advanced placement.  Each honors course will receive one additional quality point and each advanced placement course will receive two additional quality points.

GRADUATION

All seniors must have paid senior class dues and all other financial obligations owed to the school and participate in all required senior practices in order to participate in commencement exercises.

GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE

It is the policy of the Nash-Rocky Mount Public School Board of Education that all students shall have the right to present for solution any problem arising within their status as students and shall be encouraged to exercise this right without fear of recrimination.  It is for this purpose that a grievance procedure is established.  To ensure that any problem is corrected as soon as possible, time limits have been established to assure prompt attention to each problem.  If the student does not process his/her grievance within the set time limit, it shall be considered settled and not open to appeal.  This can be accessed on the Nash-Rocky Mount Public School website.

GYMNASIUMS

The gym should never be used without supervision.  Students are encouraged not to go on the court with street shoes on, as it is every student’s responsibility to help protect our gym floor.  (Exception will be made for seniors to be seated in the court area during specified assemblies.)  NO FOOD, DRINKS, OR GUM IN THE GYM!!!

HANDS OFF POLICY

Unacceptable displays of affection such as kissing, embracing, petting, holding hands, necking, etc. are in violation of school rules.  Violators are subject to disciplinary action.

HARASSMENT, HAZING, AND THREATENING ACTS

Students are prohibited from assaulting, physically injuring, attempting to injure or intentionally behaving in such a way as could reasonably cause injury to any other person.  Students are prohibited from directing toward any other person any language that threatens force, violence or disruption, or any sign or act that constitutes a threat of force, violence or disruption.  Any student exhibiting such behavior will be removed from the classroom or school environment for as long as is necessary to provide a safe and orderly environment for learning.    

INTEGRITY

Cheating, including the act of giving or receiving of unauthorized assistance or an unfair advantage, plagiarism, and falsification are prohibited and will result in disciplinary action. 

INTERNET POLICY

Internet access will be used in a responsible, efficient, ethical, and legal manner and must be in support of the educational objectives, in compliance with the student behavior guidelines, and adhere to the staff professional standards of the Nash-Rocky Mount Public Schools.  Transmission of material in violation of any federal or state regulation is prohibited.  Unacceptable uses include, but are not limited to, the following (a) violating copyright laws, (b) forwarding personal communications without the author’s prior consent, (c) viewing or using material or language that is threatening or obscene, (d) distributing material protected by trade secret, (e) utilizing the Internet for commercial purposes, and/or (f) providing political or campaign information.  When student’s on-line behavior during non-instructional school hours has a direct effect on school safety and maintaining order and discipline in the schools, students may be subject to disciplinary action.  Violation of the Internet Policy shall result in discontinued use of Internet and/or disciplinary action.  Please refer to the end of the handbook section for the Internet permission form.

LIBRARY TRAFFIC

The library is for your use and enjoyment but is NOT A SHORTCUT to other areas.  Students are invited and encouraged to use the library before, during, and after school provided they use it for the purpose for which it is intended—NOT FOR SOCIALIZING.  Students are to enter classrooms through hall entrances—not through library entrances.  Students entering classrooms 202, 205, 208, 213, and Library Conference rooms are to use the entrances nearest these rooms.  Students are to remain in the cafeteria during their lunch unless they have written permission to use the library.  The library entrance between rooms 209 and 210 is not to be used by students.
LITTER

All students should take pride in the physical appearance of SNHS and accept responsibility to do one’s part in maintaining the school’s cleanliness. It is essential that students dispose of all trash in the proper receptacle.  Soft drinks should not be opened in the classrooms.  Glass bottles should not be brought on campus.  All food and drink purchased from the cafeteria should be consumed in the cafeteria. Students, who use the bus parking lot or the student parking lots, should make every effort to maintain the cleanliness of these areas by properly disposing of all trash, bottles and other discarded items in trash containers located in these areas. Students guilty of littering may be subject to disciplinary action.
LOCKERS

Lockers are assigned to students at the beginning of each school year.  Students are to use school locks and occupy assigned lockers only.  Each student is responsible for keeping his/her assigned locker clean both inside and outside.  Damage caused by misuse of tape, stickers, etc. will be charged to the student.  Lockers are school property made available for the student’s use.  The school administration reserves the right to open and search any locker for justifiable reasons (health, safety, etc.)  The school is not liable for losses and/or theft incurred from lockers.  Locker searches will be conducted on a random basis.  Law enforcement officials may assist in these administrative searches.

LOST AND FOUND

Articles found in and around the school should be turned in to the main office where the owner may claim his/her property by identifying it. Items will be disposed of if not claimed in two weeks. Items left in the locker rooms or not secured in a locker will be disposed of immediately.

MAKE UP WORK

Students are eligible to make up missed assignments for excused absences.  Students must bring a signed note from a parent or physician in order to make up work.  It is the responsibility of the student to make up missed assignments in a reasonable amount of time to be determined by the teacher.  IT SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STUDENT AND TEACHER TO FOLLOW THROUGH ON ALL MAKE UP WORK.

MEDICATION POLICY

Medications during school:  Students who require medications at school have 2 options.  Please refer to the  NRMPS Board Policy 6125 for the complete policy on medication administration.

A completed medication administration form must be on file for staff to administer ANY medication.  This form is completed by the student’s health care provider and parent to be turned in to the school nurse.  *Students may self-medicate.  Parents must provide a written note which includes the name of the medication and when it is to be used.  A self-medication form is available.  If a student self- medicates, they need only the required dosage for 1 school day to be in their possession.  The school assumes no responsibility for students who self-medicate.
MONEY AND OTHER VALUABLES

Always keep your valuables in your possession or make sure they are turned over to someone for safekeeping.  The school cannot be responsible for pocketbooks, jewelry, or other valuables left in desks, library carrels, PE lockers, locker rooms, student commons, or the cafeteria. In the spring, when the yearbooks are issued, students should never leave their yearbooks unattended.  

MOTOR VEHICLES

Students, who desire to park on campus, must register their motor vehicles and pay a parking fee of $50. Once approved and assigned a parking space the student may park on campus. The privilege of driving motor vehicles on school property may be denied if the vehicle is operated in an unsafe manner.  Additionally, use of a vehicle to skip school or assist others to skip school will lead to temporary loss of driving privileges for a minimum of ten days for the 1st offense.  Parking privileges will be revoked for 20 days on the 2nd offense and for the remainder of the year for the 3rd offense.   (The driver of the motor vehicle is responsible for knowing if the passenger, whom he/she transports off campus, is legally checked out and has authorization to leave campus with the driver.)  The interior of a student’s motor vehicle parked on the school premises may be searched if a school official has reasonable grounds for suspecting that a search will turn up evidence that the student has violated or is violating a law or school rule.  Students, who park on campus while their parking privileges are suspended, will be subject to out of school suspension.  Storage of illegal substances, drug paraphernalia, or weapons in student vehicles is prohibited.  Students must register vehicles, hold a valid operator’s license, display a valid Southern Nash High School parking permit, and park in a designated parking space.  Students will be charged a $10.00 fee for parking without displaying a valid parking permit. This parking ticket must be paid within five school days or parking privileges will be temporarily revoked until the ticket is paid. The vehicles of habitual violators will be towed at the owner’s expense. Parking permits shall be displayed by August 25, 2011.  All newly licensed drivers during the school year must submit a completed Parking Permit Registration Form and be assigned a parking space before the student parks on the school campus.  Parking spaces are non-transferable.  Detention and out of school suspension will result for students who drive to school and continue to arrive to school late. Since parking revocations are cumulative, parking privileges will be revoked for 20 school days on the 2nd revocation and for the remainder of the year on the 3rd revocation.  Parking fees will not be refunded.
NARCOTICS, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, CONTROLLED SUSTANCES, CHEMICALS AND DRUG PARAPHERNALIA (JCDA)

While on any property controlled by the Nash-Rocky Mount Board of Education or while engaged in any school-sponsored activity, no student shall: (1) sell or attempt to sell, possess, use, inhale, ingest, transmit, conspire to transmit, or be under the influence of any narcotic drug, hallucinogenic drug, amphetamine, barbiturate, marijuana, anabolic steroid or any other controlled substance, any alcoholic beverage, malt beverage, fortified wine or other intoxicating liquor, drug paraphernalia or counterfeit drugs; (2) sell or attempt to sell, ingest, inhale or otherwise use any substance which, when used by the student with the intention to bring about a state of exhilaration and/or euphoria, causes the behavior of the student to be a threat to the health and safety of the student or others, or disturbs or disrupts the orderly operation of any part of the educational process for which the Board of Education is responsible.  The first violation of this policy by a student for other than selling or attempting to sell shall result in the 10-day suspension, and the student shall take corrective education and/or counseling.  Failure to meet these requirements shall result in long-term suspension.  This suspension will be offered only one time to students during their school career unless an exception is made by the Superintendent.  The first violation of this policy by a student for selling, transmitting or attempting to sell a substance prohibited by this policy shall result in long-term suspension.   In addition, violators of JCDA Policy shall be turned over to School Resource Officer for investigation to determine possible charges or arrest.

NONEDUCATIONAL ITEMS

Items such as hats, headgear, radios, audio/video players and recorders, beepers, CD’s, skateboards, playing cards, electronic equipment/games and similar items that serve no educational purpose should be left at home. Such items when brought to school shall be confiscated by the administration. On the first incident parents may reclaim these items at the end of the day. For repeat offenders, parents may claim these items at the end of the school year. Students, who violate this policy and are asked to relinquish these items to a school official and refuse, will be subject to out of school suspension. The school is not responsible for the theft, loss, or damage of these items nor will the administration attempt to recover these items if stolen.

PARKING LOT REGULATIONS

The parking lot speed limit is 10 MPH.  Students are required to park in their assigned marked/numbered spaces only.  Parking tags and spaces are nontransferable.  Students may not return to their cars or drive them during the school day unless they have administrative approval.  Loitering is not allowed in the parking area from arrival until school closes.  When students arrive on campus, they must leave their vehicles and enter the building. Parking privileges will be revoked for violation of applicable school policies for 10 school days on the 1st revocation, for 20 school days on the 2nd revocation and for the remainder of the school year on the 3rd revocation.  Violation of these regulations or any driving considered unsafe will result in suspension of driving privileges on school grounds.  Students who park cars in violation of these regulations will be fined $10 each violation. Students, who are fined, must pay their tickets within FIVE SCHOOL DAYS of the violation or the student’s parking privileges will be temporarily suspended until the ticket is paid. The vehicles of repeat offenders may be towed at the owner’s expense. In the afternoon, the bus parking lot is closed to all car traffic.  Athletes who need to park adjacent to the gyms or fields should attempt to secure a parking space in the appropriate student lot.  Driving to school is a PRIVILEGE that may be suspended or revoked with cause at any time.  If your privileges are suspended or revoked, no refund of parking fees will occur or should be expected.  Return of parking passes will occur when requested by a school official.  

PROFANITY/UNACCEPTABLE LANGUAGE

Profanity will not be tolerated at Southern Nash; any student in violation of this policy may be suspended.

PRoHIBITED BEHAVIOR

Students are prohibited from disrupting teaching, the orderly conduct of school activities, or any other lawful function of the school or school system.  The following conduct is prohibited:

1) Intentional verbal or physical acts that result or have the potential to result in blocking access to school functions or facilities or preventing the convening or continuation of school functions.

2) Possession of literature or illustrations that are disruptive, obscene or unlawful.

3) Engaging in behavior that is immoral, indecent, lewd, disreputable, or an overly sexual nature.

4) Gambling or any action that relies on chance for monetary advantage.

PROM

All students attending the prom must have all fees (class dues, debts owed SNHS, etc.) paid by March 13. The prom will be held on April 20.  Any student attending the prom who pays all fees after March 13 will pay a late fee of $20.00.  Prom sign up will be held in homeroom on March 13. If a student signs up for the prom and/or makes changes to the guest list after the March 20 deadline, a $20.00 Late Prom Sign Up Fee must be paid. After March 30 there will be absolutely no changes in the prom attendance list. Any student whose prom date is NOT a student at Southern Nash High will pay a $25.00 non-refundable Prom Date Fee.  In the event that the guest is unable to attend, the fee remains non-refundable.  If the student cannot attend the prom, their non-SNHS guest cannot attend.  Non-Southern Nash High student guests will be required to complete a reference form and be approved by the Southern Nash High Administration and Prom Committee to attend the prom. Maximum age for a guest is 20. No middle school students will be allowed to attend.  Under classman are only allowed to attend prom if invited and accompanied by an upper classman. In the event the upper classman is not able to attend, their under classman guest will also not be able to attend.  Time and funds are needed to organize the Junior-Senior Prom.  It is for this reason there is a need to set deadlines and penalties.  With proper planning, no one will need to pay more than the initial sum due. As a reminder, students should, as always, exhibit exemplary behavior prior to the prom. Any student, suspended at the time of the prom, will not be allowed to attend the prom. In addition, students must be in attendance for two consecutive periods on Friday, April 20 in order to qualify for the Prom.  Once a student has entered the Prom, students cannot exit the building where the Prom is being held.  Students who exit the building will not be allowed to return to the Prom.

SALE OF ITEMS

Sales for personal profit/gain are strictly prohibited.  Such items will be confiscated.  All sales and fund raising events must have the approval of the administration.

SCHOOL ARRIVAL

Upon arriving at school, all students should report directly to the student commons until the first bell rings to report to class.  Student commons areas are defined as the brick paved area by the bus lot, the cafeteria, the walkway between the two buildings, the covered front entrance to the school, and the front lobby.  Students are not to return to the parking lot, leave the buses and go to the parking lot, or leave campus once they arrive without permission from the office. Once the beginning bell rings, students are to proceed immediately to class. Students, who violate these procedures, shall be referred to the administration for disciplinary action.

SCHOOL BUS (JCDA)

School Transportation service is a privilege, not a right.  Students at all times while riding a school bus or other school vehicle shall observe the directives of the school bus driver.  An assault on a school bus driver, school bus monitor, or school employee boarding or riding a school bus is a Class I misdemeanor.  The following conduct is specifically prohibited and may result in temporary or permanent suspension from school transportation services and/or from school: (1) delaying the bus schedule (2) fighting, smoking, using profanity, or refusing to obey the driver’s instructions (3) tampering with or willfully damaging the school vehicle (4) possessing or using unauthorized drugs or intoxicating beverages on a school vehicle as outlined in Board policy (5) getting off at an unauthorized stop (6) distracting the driver’s attention by participating in disruptive behavior while the vehicle is in operation (7) failing to observe established safety rules and regulations (8) willfully trespassing upon a school bus (9) violating any other rule of the Code of Conduct while on the school bus or other school vehicle. Students are to ride only assigned buses. Parental notes requesting that students ride an alternate bus will not be honored.   Students who ride buses are not to go to the student parking lot at any time.

SCHOOL, BUYING FOR

Students are not to charge anything to a club or to the school without a school purchase order approved by the faculty sponsor and principal.  DO NOT MAKE PURCHASES UNLESS YOU WANT TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT.

SCHOOL, LEAVING

Students leaving school during the day are to check out properly through Choices.  A student who wishes to leave school before his/her regularly scheduled release time must provide the principal or designee with a valid written request that is signed by the student’s parent or legal guardian.  All students who leave school before the end of the school day must sign a log that is maintained in Choices indicating the time and reason for leaving school.  The principal or designee shall make reasonable efforts to verify that any person appearing at a school and requesting permission to check a student out of school is properly identified before the student is released to him or her.   A student’s subject teacher will notify the front office if a student is sick and needs to check-out. The student is to remain in class until the student’s transportation home arrives unless it is determined by the administration that it would be beneficial for the student to wait in another area. NO STUDENT WILL BE ALLOWED TO CHECK OUT FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF EATING LUNCH OFF CAMPUS OR TO USE BATHROOM FACILITIES.   Students who leave the campus without checking out through the office will be deemed truant and parental verification after the fact will not be accepted as authorization.  Students, who skip class or leave campus without permission, or fail to follow proper procedures will be subject to disciplinary action, including revocation of parking permit. All students are expected to promptly leave the building upon the completion of their school day unless they have after-school extracurricular activities.  No student should be in the building after 3:00 unless under the direct supervision of a teacher or coach.  Students in the building or on campus unsupervised will be banned from participation in any extracurricular activity.

SCHOOL, TRANSFERRING OR WITHDRAWING

Students planning to withdraw or transfer from school should consult their counselor.  Transcripts will not be released unless all debts have been paid and the student returns or accounts for all school property and other relevant information. If a driver has a parking permit, the parking permit must be returned at the time of withdrawal or transfer. A student, who withdraws from SNHS to attend a technical college to earn a high school diploma, must wait three months before Nash/Rocky Mount Public Schools will release the student to attend the technical college. 

SEXUAL HARASSMENT

All students are entitled to work and study in school-related environments that are free of sexual harassment.  A student who believes that he/she has suffered sexual harassment may report the matter to the school principal, School Resource Officer, or any other school employee.

SKIP DAY

Southern Nash High School does not permit a “school skip day.”  Students involved in such an act will be regarded as truant from school and subject to disciplinary procedures.  
STUDENT CONDUCT AT SCHOOL FUNCTIONS

Students are expected to conduct themselves appropriately during school functions.  Disruptive, disrespectful behavior and violation of school rules will not be tolerated.  Students exhibiting inappropriate behavior at school functions will be properly disciplined and may lose the privilege to attend extracurricular activities.  School rules apply to all school functions even when held off campus.  This provision also applies to students who are attending school functions at other schools in the Nash-Rocky Mount Public School System.
STUDENT MOVEMENT

Between class periods, particular areas of the hallway are congested.  Students are asked to walk on the right side of the hallway.  Students going to the restroom during class time are to go to the restroom closest to their class.  Students are not to go into a different building or hallway to go to the restroom.  Locker rooms are off limits all periods except for students in PE during the class period.  Students are not to stop or stand in congested areas or in any way inhibit normal traffic flow in hallways.  Excessive noise, dancing, singing, boisterous behavior or behavior disruptive to the flow of traffic is prohibited and will lead to disciplinary action including out of school suspension.

TARDIES

A STUDENT IS COUNTED TARDY IF HE/SHE IS NOT IN THE CLASSROOM WHEN THE TARDY BELL STOPS RINGING.  Students will be sent to Choices on the third tardy to class and each time thereafter. Students will be assigned detention. On the sixth tardy, the student will be referred to an administrator. Students will be subject to out of school suspension for additional tardies. 

TELEPHONE

The office telephone is a business phone and will not be used by pupils except for emergencies with administrative approval.  Parents should call for students only in cases of real emergency.  Students staying after school for activities should notify parents before leaving home in the morning as to what time the activity will be over.  Students, who violate the law by calling 911 on these telephones or any school telephone will be subject to out of school suspension and prosecution to the full extent of the law.

TOBACCO (JCDA)

No student shall possess, smoke, or otherwise use any tobacco product including smokeless tobacco in any school building or school vehicle at any time on the school premises during the school day, at any school-related activity or during any period of time when students are subject to the authority of school personnel.  Students who possess or use tobacco products on campus will be subject to out of school suspension.

TORNADO AND FIRE DRILLS

Fire and tornado drills are held at irregular intervals throughout the school year.  Remember these basic rules: 1) check the instructions in each classroom indicating how to leave the building in case of fire, 2) Walk quietly to the designated area, and 3) Remain quiet in location until the all clear is given.

UNAUTHORIZED USE OF COMPUTERS

Unauthorized use of computer hardware or software and student alteration of school computer data is prohibited. Students, who visit inappropriate websites including websites displaying nudity or pornographic material, featuring or promoting substances or beverages prohibited from school premises including illegal drugs or the abusive use of legal drugs, alcoholic beverages or tobacco products, promoting or featuring the construction of weapons, or other instruments used in violent acts, will be subject to suspension and revocation of Internet privileges.

VISITORS

All visitors should report directly to the office.  Parents are always welcome to visit the school and are encouraged to do so.  We do ask, however, that parents check in with one of the administrators and obtain a visitor’s pass.  Other visitors should have a specific appointment with a staff member before coming to the school.  Visitors are prohibited from eating lunch with students.  Individuals who are not authorized to be on campus are loitering and may be charged by the School Resource Officer for trespassing.

WEAPONS/DANGEROUS INSTRUMENTS

No student shall knowingly possess, handle, or transmit any object that can reasonably be considered a weapon or dangerous instrument on any school property or at any school activity, except as otherwise allowed by law. The first violation of this policy may result in up to long-term suspension; the second violation shall result in long-term suspension.  Mace, pepper spray or other similar items are prohibited.  All cases shall be referred to the School Resource Officer for investigation to determine possible charges or arrest.
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